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TO A 


Member of PARLIAMENT, | 


: 


Concerning the AFRICAN TRADE 1 | 


* 


* 


8 IR, | 
O much has been wrote Without-doors, and ſaid within gs Walls, of the Importance © + 
of the African Trade to the S Plantations, that I think it unneceſſary to repeat any 
thing on that Head ; and, 2 ſame Reaſon, I ſhall not take up your Time in con- 

vincing you of the Importance of the Britiſh Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt of 22 
which are ſo near to, and intermixed with, thoſe of our Rivals in that Trade: But, I ſhall take 
it for granted, that the Well-being and Proſperity of our American Colonies depends upon the 
Supply of Slaves from the Coaſt of Africa; and that ſome of the moſt valuable Branches of 
lave-Trade will be abſolutely loſt, without an immediate Supply, and annual Support, of 
the Britifþ Forts and Settlements ; this being the Caſe, it only remains to be confidered, what 
-w pres are the moſt prudent now to take, and will, in the future, be moſt conducive to the 
| ed. | 
It is the Opinion of the Liverpool and Briſtol, as well as the London, Merchants, That no 
12 to be laid upon the Trade, and that as the Duties on Commodities, produced from 
the r of N „amounts to about 300, ooo J. a Year, ſuch a Sum as 20, 900 J. a Year,  « |; 
the ſuppoſed Eſtimate of the Charge of maintaining thoſe Forts and Settlements, ought to be 
— by the Publick ; and, upon the Suppoſition that 20, 900 J. a Year ſhall be granted bßỹßßß 
arliament ; it is then to be conſidered through what Channel this annual Allowance ought to 


- There are Three Ways of doing it: 1//, By the Government's making the preſent Com- 
pany a reaſonable Satisfaction for their Property; and taking the Forts and Settlements under 
their Care and Management. 24ly, By a new regulated Company, without any Joint-ſtock : 
And, 34% By a new Company with a Jolanda but under all the neceſſary and reafon- 
able Reſtrictions as ſhall be conſiſtent with a free and open Trade to all his Majeſty's Subjects. 


L - As to the Government taking the Forts, and putting them under a Military Eſtabliſhment, it | 

* has formerly been under Conſideration, but then the Eſtimate, as hath been ſaid, amounted 
do upwards of go, ooo l. a Year, a prodigious Increaſe of the Expence; and when put under” 
. that Regulation, impracticable in its Nature, to anſwer the great Ends of extending that valu- 
* able, Trade into the populous Inland Towns of Africa, and the Objections ro ſuch a Sort of 
Eſtablihment with reſpect to an open and free Trade, are ſo many, fo great, and fo obvious, 
that they muſt occur to every. Body, without naming, and, I believe, it would be difficult to 
18 Place where any Trade flouriſhes under a Military Eftabliſhment, independent of the 
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s to a regulated Company, there have at ſeveral Times, been various Schemes, but as the 
relent Scheme is ſaid to be, That the Parliamentary Aids for the Maintenance of the B#i:5/þ 
orts and Settlements in Africa, be hereafter intruſted with and managed by Nine Perſons, to 

be elected by a regulated or open Company of African Traders of London,” Briftol, and Liver. 
Three of each Town, and Three of 2 Board - 3 "A Dee to act as Wee of 
Miltants; it is apprehended ſufficient and ſatisfactory Anſwers ſhould be given to the followi | 


Change is made in an Affair of ſuch a National Concern. 
ep ; en 6 | - : — : 1 g PEST 
- What Allowance and Encouragement is this Court to have for their Trouble and Atrendances, 
and their Officers and Servants ; and out of what Fund is it to be padꝰ bY 
. = What Obligations and Penalties is this Court, and their Conſtituents, to be ſubjected to, in 
.»: Cale of their Negligence or Miſ-condu& at Home, or in eaſt of any Miſmanagement of 


” 


their 


34% 


4thly. 


. 


their Servants abroad, whereby they may be involved in Diſputes with the Natives of Africa, 


or any of the Forts or Settlements, ſhall fall to decay, or be loſt. _ £ 
How can it be expected, that ſuch a Court of Aſſiſtants, elected by Three great rival Towns, 
or their reſpective Agents, can agree concerning the Diſpoſal and Application of the Par- 


lamentary Aids, and concerning the Support of the Britiſb Property, Juriſdiction, and 


Dominions in Africa (eſpecially on the Cold Coaſt, and at Gambia, where our Rivals have 
Forts and Settlements in the Neighbourhood of ours), whilſt their Intereſt draws different 
Ways, and* whilſt it is well known there never was any cordial Harmony amongſt 
* : | 
Is it natural to ſuppoſe the Civil and Military Power will be kept up, and put in Execu- 
tion effectually, in Caſes of Diſputes or Wars, in thoſe diſtant Heathen Countries, under 
any new Charter, to be executed by Perſons of feperate Intereſts ? F 
Can the Inland Trade be carried on to any conſiderable Extent, unleſs there be a ſufficient 
Stock of Goods always ready, and proper Perſons ready to treat, and make Contracts or 
Alliances with the neighbouring Towns and Countries? 5 
Is it practicable, for ſuch a propoſed regulated Company, to mänage any Stock or Trade, 


or to make Contracts or Alliances. relating thereto, whilſt the Members of the propoſed 


Company have ſuch ſeparate Intereſts; and, if they have Agents there for each of them, 
will it not be attended with unavoidable and dangerous Diſputes ? | 


As to the Third Method of a Joint-Stock-Company being directed to receive and apply the 
annual Allowance, according to the Eſtimate, and the Directions of Parliament, the Objection 
is, that the preſent Company are poor, and not to be truſted. | | | 


Upon the moſt lender Conſideration, this Objection muſt vaniſh ; they are poor, but what 
has made them ſo even the purchaſing, building, and maintaining theſe Forts and Settle- 
ments; the Conſequence of which has been the ſaving that Trade from being wholly ingroſſed 
by the Dutch and French; but when a National Proviſion is made for the Forts and Settlements, 
there may and will be a new Company, that is, a new Set of Subſcribers, who will immediately 
raiſe, and pay in any Sum the Parliament ſhall think a reaſonable collateral Security to the 
Publick, for the due Application of the Allowance to be granted by Parliament, for the Main- 
tenance and Support of the Forts and Settlements upon the Foot of the Company's Eſtimate; 


and the Company, under the ſtrict Cheques that the Parliament may provide, will, for their 


own Sakes, duly apply the Parliamentary Aid in the Maintenance of the Forts and Caſtles, and 
that without any additional Expence to the Government; and, at the ſame time, anſwer all the 
Ends of extending the Trade, by making proper Alliances with the Natives, impracticable to 
be done but by a Company, with a Common Stock, whoſe Views conſequently will extend to 
future Trade; and therefore are not likely to be induced, by any temporary Proſpect of Gain, 
to ſacrifice a National Intereſt to any private or perſonal Views, as happened lately to be the 
Caſe at Aznamaboe, where the Managers of the Britiſb floating Factory, firſt introduced the 
French, for the ſake of their own private Lucre, and who would have ſtill remained there, had 
it not been for the Conduct of the Servants of the preſent diſtreſſed Company. Ec 

And to the End that you may be more fully appriſed of what has been the Senſe of the 
Publick in former Times, in relation to this important Affair, I ſhall trouble you with the fol- 
lowing Narrative : | 

In the Year 1693. the Conſideration of the Trade to Africa being referred to a Committee 
of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, they reported their Opinion, That Forts and Caſtles 
were neceflary for carrying on the Trade to Africa, &c. e 

In x694. the Conſideration of that Trade being referred to a Committee, they likewiſe reported 
it, as their Opinion, That Forts and Caſtles were neceſſary for carrying on, and preſerving the 
Trade to Africa, to this Nation. | | 

In 2697. when the Trade to Africa was laid open by Act of Parliament, the whole Legiſla- 
ture „That Forts and Caſtles were undoubtedly neceſſary for the Preſervation, and well 
carrying on the Trade to Africa. 5 

Upon the Expiration of the ſaid Act in 1712. it was again reſolved, That for the preſerving, 
henter carrying on, and improving the Trade to Africa, it was neceſſary that Forts and Caſtles 


de maintained and aplarged on that Coaſt. 
on the zbth of Murch 1730. the Houſe came to the following Reſolutions, vz. 
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That the Trade to Africa ought always to remain free and open to all his Majeſty's 
Subjects. 275910 7 N 


Phat the Trade and Navigation to Africa, ought never to be charged with any Duty for the 


Maintenance of the Briniſh Forts and Settlements belonging to the Company. 
That it was neceſſary to keep. up, and maintain, the Britiſb Forts and Settlements on the 


Coaſt of Africa. 0 3: . 
That 


. 


bh. 


(43 ] 


That an Allowance ought to be made by Parliament, to the Company, to maintain and 


ſupport the ſaid Forts and Sertlements, 


In purſuance of theſe Reſolutions, it was voted, in a Committee of Supply, that the Sum of |. 
10,0007. be granted to his Majeſty, to be applied towards the Maintenance of the Brite 
Forts and Settlements, belonging to the Royal African Company of England, on the Coaſt of. +. , 


Africa, which Sum was paid to the Company accordingly ; and, upon the Company's petition- 


ing the Honourable Houſe of Commons, they have been ſince pleaſed to grant the like yearly 


Sum. | 


from December 1729. to December 1743. than 17,233 J. 24. 5d. a Year. 


By the ſaid Report it is ſtated, that from the ſaid 29th of December 1729. to the agth f 

December 1743. the ſaid Company have expended, in Support of their Forts and Settlements, 
for the general Benefit of the Publick, more than they have received by Parliamentary Allow - 

ances, the Sum of 101, 263 J. 13 5. 10 d. which, upon an Average, is upwards of 7, 200 0. per 


Annum. | 


In 1744- it was voted, in a Committee of Supply, that the Sum of 20,0804. be granted to 
his Majeſty, to be applied towards the Maintenance of the ſaid Co 


7 


And in the Year 1746. the Sum of 10,0007. was granted for the ſame\Service. 


The ſaid Company's Forts and Settlements in Africa, from 1697=when' the African Trade 
was laid open, to 1743. ſtand them in no leſs a principal Sum (excluſive of all Money received 


In 1743. it appears, from a Report of a Committee of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
that the Expences of maintaining the faid Company's Forts and Settlements, have not been leſs, if 


5s. Forts and Caſtles: 


from the Publick), than * 607,505 J. 48. 1 d. 4 as appears by the following R pts and . 


Ballance expended more than re- 


10 l. per Cent. Duty, from 1697. to 


Parliamentary [Allowance from 


Eſtimates. 
Received of the publick Money. Expended on Forts and Settlements. 


E 5k Lat „„ 
From 1697. to 1712. 280, 00 © 0 


PIs”. - 


1730. to 1743. Clear (of Fees). 136,075, 2.0 Pe ey 5 
125 4. 8175338 1 


J. 209, 833 12 61 


ceived from 1697. to 1743. 5 607,505 415 


J. $17,338 16 005 


The ſaid Company's Debts, at this time, amount to no mote than about che Sum of 


"100,000 J. 


lief and Affiſkance from the Publick, ſo far as to enable them, to pay tbeir juſt Debts, 
and to keep up, and maintain their Forts and Settlements in Africa, in a defenſible Con- 
dition, for the Benefit and Protection of the Trade in general? Or if the Company ſhould 
be required to part with their Right and Property, in the ſaid Forts and Settlements, 


ought not to be paid ſuch a Sum, as in ſome Meaſure, may be ſuitable, and bear a tolera- 
ble Proportion to the great Sums of their own Money, which ſo plainly appears they 
bave laid out and expended, in purchaſing, erecting, and maintaining Forts and Caſtles 
in Africa, for the general Benefit of the Publick ? I conclude, 
SIR, 
Your moff Humble Servant, © 


oh HiWpje tar Z. 


73758 10.6: prom 1712. w 1929.c900,000: ©: 0... 
From 1729. to 1743. 237,338. 16 8 


Ti berefore it is humbly ſubmitted, Whether the ſaid Company is not well intitled to claim R-— 


either to the Crown, or any Society or Body of Men whatſoever, Whether the Company © 
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